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INTRODUCTION 
“If Australians, side by side, could achieve 
such a resounding result in 1967, imagine 
what we can achieve now, with all that we 
have learnt through failure and increasingly 
through success.” 

Mick Dodson, Yawuru Elder, 2006.

On 27 May 1967 a referendum was held in 
Australia that would prove to be significant for 
the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, and a watershed moment in 
Australian history. The 1967 Referendum was 
a vote put to the Australian people that asked 
two questions. The first is known as the 
‘Nexus’ question and the second related to 
the alteration of discriminatory references 
toward Aboriginal people in the Constitution, 
enabling Aboriginal people to be counted in 
the census. In response to the second 
question the highest ‘Yes’ result was  
recorded in history, with 90.77 per cent  
of Australian voters in favour.   

To acknowledge this momentous occasion  
50 years later, the Western Australian 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs’ Aboriginal 
History Research Unit has developed an 
information toolkit to provide a unique WA 
perspective of this event. To date much of the 
historical discourse surrounding the 
Referendum has centred on the  
Eastern States.  

This year also marks the 25th anniversary of 
the 1992 High Court Mabo Decision and the 
20th anniversary of the 1997 Bringing Them 
Home Report, both milestones in the history 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights. 
One of the fifty-four recommendations of the 
Bringing Them Home Report led to the 

expansion of the Aboriginal History Research 
Unit at the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.  
It is important to note, however, there is still 
much more to do with regard to achieving real 
equality for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in Australia. Some of these 
views are presented in the ‘Community 
Perspectives’ section of this toolkit. 

 Courtesy National Archives of Australia: 
NAA: PP631/1, WE1967/538. 
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Aboriginal people living at Claisebrook Road, 
East Perth. One of the residents, Mrs Edgar  
Quatermaine standing outside her house,  
8 December 1966. 

Courtesy West Australian Newspapers Limited; 
WAN-0029374. 
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A WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
PERSPECTIVE  

What is a Referendum? 

A referendum is a vote by the Australian 
people on a significant issue or issues 
proposed and passed by the  
Australian parliament.  

The most common form of referendum is a 
Constitutional Referendum that is needed 
when an amendment to the Australian 
Constitution is passed by both Houses of 
Parliament and to become law, must be 
approved by the Australian electorate in line 
with Section 128 of the Constitution.  
Once the proposed amendment is passed 
through both Houses of Parliament,  
a referendum can be held.  

For a referendum to succeed it must be 
approved by a ‘double majority’, meaning a 
majority of voters in at least four of the six 
states and territories. Much like voting in an 
election, voting in a referendum is compulsory 
for all electors. Every elector is required to 
complete a ballot paper, with an option of 
casting a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ vote to the  
referendum question.  

"Before these proposals could 
become law, they would have to be 
approved by a referendum of the 
people." 
Prime Minister Harold Holt, 1966 

The 1967 Referendum Questions 

The ballot paper for the 1967 Referendum had 
two questions; the first is commonly referred 
to as the ‘nexus question’; with the second 
relating to the inclusion of Aboriginal 
Australians in the Commonwealth Census by 
amending two references in the Australian 
Constitution referring to Aboriginal people. 
Since Australia’s Federation in 1901, only 
eight of the forty-four proposed amendments 
to the Constitution have succeeded. In 1967, 
the first question did not succeed, whilst the 
second question was supported by the 
majority of Australians. 
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The ‘Nexus Question’ 

The first of the two questions on the ballot 
paper related to amending the Constitution to 
increase the number of House of 
Representatives members in the 
Commonwealth Parliament without increasing 
the number of Senators. Traditionally, an 
increase in the number of members in the 
House of Representatives would mirror an 
increase in the number of Senators.  

A ‘Yes’ vote on the nexus question would have 
meant that the number of members in the 
House of Representatives would have 
increased without increasing the number of 
Senators. This proposed amendment did not 
succeed, receiving a total ‘No’ vote of 
approximately 60 per cent. 

Two Amendments to the Australian 
Constitution relating to Aboriginal 
Australians 

The second question relates directly to 
removing two references in the Australian 
Constitution that were seen to be 
discriminatory toward Aboriginal people.  
The question proposed on the  
ballot paper called for: 

‘An Act to alter the Constitution so  
as to omit certain words relating to  
the People of the Aboriginal Race  
in any State and so that Aboriginals 
are to be counted in reckoning  
the Population.’  An original ballot paper from the 1967 Referendum 

Courtesy NAA: A8145, 25. 



5 

This amendment dealt with the 
repealing of Sections 51 and 127 
of the Constitution. 

s51. The Parliament shall, subject to 
this Constitution, have power to make 
laws for the peace, order, and good 
government of the Commonwealth with 
respect to:-  

 ... (xxvi) The people of any race, other 
than the aboriginal people in any 
State, for whom it is necessary to 
make special laws. 

s127. In reckoning the numbers of the 
people of the Commonwealth, or of a 
State or other part of the 
Commonwealth, aboriginal natives 
should not be counted. 

"It did make some difference in my life… 
But basically we were still looked down upon. 
Racial prejudice was and still is very strong." 

Leisha May Eatts, 2007 

Houses of Parliament 

In the lead-up to Federation in 1901, the 
Committee responsible for drafting the 
Australian Constitution recommended that 
the Australian Parliament should consist of 
two Houses: the Senate and the House  
of Representatives.  

This is called a bicameral parliament where 
both Houses share the responsibility for 
proposing, reviewing and passing laws. 
These Houses are commonly referred to the 
upper and lower house, respectively. 

Population counting prior to the 
1967 Referendum 

Aboriginal people had inhabited Australia for 
some 50, 000 years before the arrival of the 
British in 1788, upon which formal 
enumeration of the population began. Prior 
to Federation in 1901 some of WA’s 
Aboriginal population were intermittently 
counted in a census conducted by the Swan 
River Colony.  

The first Swan River Colony census was 
undertaken in 1837, detailing those only ‘in 
the located parts of the colony’, with the 
censuses of 1854, 1859, 1870 and 1881 
counting only Aboriginal people in private 
employment. When the colonies federated, 
Section 127 of the newly formed Australian 
Constitution stated that the Aboriginal 
population was not to be counted in the  
Commonwealth Census.  

In 1911, the Commonwealth directed 
all states and territories to conduct a 
count of the Aboriginal population, 
separate to the general ‘Australian 
population’ Census. This was known as 
the ‘Aboriginal Census’.  
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The ‘Australian’ and Aboriginal 
Census data in 1966 

The Australian population census in  
1966 showed that, of the 836,673 people 
recorded living in WA, 640,257 lived in  
urban areas, and 193,378 people lived in 
rural areas. In the same year the Aboriginal 
census established that the Aboriginal 
population of WA was approximately 18,439 
people. The major proportion were found to 
be residing in the Kimberley region (5,905), 
followed by the Eastern Goldfields (2,162) 
and the metropolitan/ South-West  
region (1,163). 

The 1966 Aboriginal census report 
acknowledges the existence of an  
additional but unquantifiable number of 
people who were ‘out of contact’ at the time 
and therefore not enumerated. This issue 
was raised the following year during 
campaigns against the Referendum. In 
addition, a variation existed between the 
boundaries of the ‘Australian population’ 
and the ‘Aboriginal population’ censuses, 
which makes it difficult to present  
the two together. 

The 1966 Census was the last national 
count to separate Aboriginal people from 
the ‘Australian population’. As a result  
of the majority ‘Yes’ vote in the 1967 
Referendum, the legislation authorising 
this segregation, Section 127, was 
removed from the Constitution.  
From that point on, Aboriginal people  
were recognised as part of the  
Australian population. 

The archived 1966 census data can be viewed 
on the Australian Bureau of Statistics website: 
1966 Census Data  

Legislation prior to the 1967 
Referendum 

The fact that there are only two references to 
Aboriginal people in the 1901 Constitution can 
be put down to several factors.  

Early colonial governments believed that 
Aboriginal people were dying out and therefore 
there was no need for their recognition within 
the laws of the nation. Those who had survived 
the effect of early settlement were seen as 
inferior as were other non-European residents. 
Collectively they were discriminated against 
through the commonly known ‘White Australia 
Policy’. There were also unfounded concerns 
that including Aboriginal people in a census 
might affect the number of Senate and House 
of Representatives seats allocated to each 
state, especially in those with a very high 
number of Aboriginal people such as 
Queensland and Western Australia.  

Although these attitudes existed for a period 
well in excess of 150 years, calls for 
amendments to the Australian Constitution to 
recognise the rightful place of Aboriginal 
people within the social and political spectrum 
gathered greater momentum with the passage 
of time. Against a backdrop of increasing state 
administration and legislation for Aboriginal 
people across the country, the ‘citizens’ of 
Australia were asked to reconsider the 
relevance of measures within the Constitution 
that were becoming inconsistent with the 
common thinking.	
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The White Australia Policy 
(1901 - 1973)

The ‘White Australia’ policy refers to a set of 
policies in Australia’s history, which racially 
discriminated against people of non-
Caucasian background. These included Acts 
such as the Immigration Restriction Act 1901, 
which restricted 'non-white' immigration, and 
the Pacific Island Labourers Act 1901, which 
led to the deportation of Pacific Islanders 
working on Australian plantations.  

Spurred on by nineteenth century notions of 
racial superiority, the policy focused on the 
dual questions of immigration and the 
exploitation of resources. The large influx of 
Chinese migrants from the 1850s onwards 
following the discovery of gold in the Eastern 
States was seen as contrary to national 
interest. Similarly, the engagement of non-
Caucasian labour in the sugar and pearling 
industries was perceived as a threat to the 
'free labour' economy. As a counter measure a 
dictation test was introduced (1901-1958), 
designed to exclude all ‘undesirable’ migrants. 

Despite this strategy many non-European 
migrants continued to arrive in Australia 
through to 1949 when the dismantling of the 
'White Australia Policy’ commenced.  This 
trend was to continue over the next quarter-
century and was largely due to increased 
immigration of non-English speaking people 
and changes to foreign policy. During this 
period Australia found itself increasingly 
surrounded by newly independent Asian 
nations that contributed to changing social 
attitudes towards racial discrimination.  

In 1973 the newly elected Whitlam 
government dismantled the policies and 
effectively removed race as a factor for 
immigration to Australia. 

The WA Aborigines Act 1905 
(1906 - 1964) 

The preamble to the Aborigines Act 1905 was 
intended 'to make provision for the better 
protection and care of the Aboriginal 
inhabitants of Western Australia.' In reality it 
imposed a number of measures that restricted 
the lives of the young and the elderly alike. 
Amongst the provisions, the Act created the 
position of the Chief Protector of Aborigines 
who became the legal guardian of every 
Aboriginal child up to the age of 16 years, and 
permitted authorities to send and detain 
Aboriginal children in institutions and in 
‘service’ (work). This assimilationist and 
protectionist policy led to the large-scale 
forced removal of Aboriginal children from 
their families, who are now recognised as the 
Stolen Generations. The prescriptive Aborigines 
Act 1905 was repealed by the Native Welfare 
Act 1963 on 1 July 1964. 

Follow the Rabbit-
Proof Fence is a 
book written by 

Doris Pilkington 
Garimara published 

 in 1996. It is based on a true account of 
Doris’ family’s experience as members  of 
the Stolen Generations, where the 
author’s mother and two family members 
escaped the Moore River Native 
Settlement in 1931. They travelled over 
1,500 kilometres on foot along the rabbit-
proof fence, to return home to their 
community at Jigalong. The book was 
adapted into an Australian film in 2002 
receiving rave reviews and awards. 
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Stolen Generations 
Acknowledgement

The mistreatment of Aboriginal people who are 
known as the Stolen Generations was officially 
revealed by the 1997 Bringing Them Home 
Report, following a national inquiry 
commissioned by the Commonwealth 
Government into the Separation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Children From Their 
Families.  
Acknowledging this unjust period of Australian 
history, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivered a 

formal apology on 13 February 1998 to the 
Stolen Generations, their families and the 
Aboriginal community on behalf of the federal 
government. National Sorry Day, held annually 
in Australia on 26 May since 1998, 
acknowledges the Stolen Generations and 
marks the important date that the report was 
tabled in Federal Parliament. 2017 marks the 
20th Anniversary of the tabling of the Bringing 
Them Home Report.

Table of Legislation affecting 
Aboriginal people in Western 
Australia prior to 1967 

The following table contains some of the 
legislation that applied to Aboriginal people 
in WA from 1829 to 1967. 

This table can be found in full at the 
Karrtdijin Noongar website: 

LEGISLATION PURPOSE 

Western Australian Act, 
1829 (UK) 

Gave effect to the ‘settlement’ of Western Australia on ‘wild 
and unoccupied lands’. In his dispatches to the British 
government, Governor James Stirling referred to the physical 
occupation of the land as ‘an invasion’. 

An Act to constitute the 
Island of Rottnest as a  
legal prison 1841 

Established Rottnest Island as a prison for Aboriginal people to 
be skilled ‘in useful knowledge, and gradually be trained in the 
habits of civilised life’. 
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LEGISLATION PURPOSE 

The Publicans Act, 1843 Prohibited the supply of liquor to Aboriginal people. 

Amendment of Summary Trial 
and Punishment of Aborigines 
Act (Summary Jurisdiction  
Act) 1859 

Extended the period of imprisonment for Aboriginal people 
from 6 months to 3 years. 

The Pearl Shell Fishery 
Regulation Act, 1873  

Governed the employment of Aboriginal people within the 
pearling industry. 

The Summary Jurisdiction Act 
was amended, 1874 (UK) 

Definition of ‘Aboriginal native’ extended to include ‘person of 
whole or half-blood’. 

The Industrial Schools 
Act, 1874 

Authorised institution managers with the legal guardianship of 
Aboriginal workers under 21 years and those children without  
a guardian. 

The Capital Punishment Act, 
1871, as amended 1875 

Abolished public executions with the exception of 
Aboriginal people. 

The Wines, Beer and Spirit 
Sale Act, 1880 

Prohibited any person from selling or supplying alcohol to 
Aboriginal people and preventing Aboriginal people from 
remaining or loitering on licensed premises. 

Aboriginal Offenders Act, 1883 Justices of the Peace (JP) empowered to sentence a person 
defined as ‘Aboriginal’ to, a period of two years jail. 

The Aborigines Protection 
Act, 1886 

Established the Aborigines Protection Board with officials 
including a Chief Protector, who had power to regulate the 
employment and movement of Aboriginal people. 
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LEGISLATION PURPOSE 

The Aborigines Act, 1889 Authorised the Aborigines Protection Board with the power to 
cancel work contracts of Aboriginal people in certain 
circumstances. Allowed for the creation of reserves on  
Crown Land. 

The Aboriginal Offenders Act, 
amended in March 1892 

Aboriginal males could be punished with whipping separate 
from, or in addition to, a prison sentence. 

The Aborigines Protection Act 
1886, amended in March 1892 

Implemented a ruling related to breaches of work contracts. 
Aboriginal people were punished with three month’s prison and 
an employer fined 20 pounds.  

The Police Act, 1892 Made it unlawful for a non-Aboriginal person to be in the 
company of ‘Aboriginal natives’ in certain circumstances 
without a good reason. 

The Aboriginal Offenders Act 
amended in 1893 

Increased the maximum term of imprisonment for an 
Aboriginal person by a Justice of the Peace from 2 to 3 years 
(and 5 years for previous offenders). 

Constitutional Amendment 
Act, 1893 

Aboriginal people were specifically denied the vote unless they 
owned freehold property worth 50 pounds or more (included 
‘half-bloods’). 

The Aborigines Act, 1897 Abolished the Aboriginal Protection Board, which was replaced 
by an Aborigines Department. 

The Land Act, 1898 Allowed for the granting or leasing of Crown land of no more 
than 200 acres to Aboriginal people, and authorised the 
Governor to reserve land for the ‘use and benefit of Aborigines’. 

Commonwealth  
Constitution, 1901 

Allowed for Aboriginal people on the State electoral roll the 
entitlement to vote in Commonwealth elections. 
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LEGISLATION PURPOSE 

The Aborigines Protection 
Act, 1905 

Empowered the Governor to declare or confine Aboriginal 
people on reserves, or remove them from one location  
to another. 

The Electoral Act, 1907 Prohibited any ‘Aboriginal native’ from enrolling as an elector, 
or if enrolled, from voting in a state election. 

Native Administration Act, 1936 Established the Department of Native Affairs, with the Chief 
Protector being replaced by a Commissioner whose power 
was extended. 

The Native Administration Act, 
amended 1941 

Restricted Aboriginal people in the north of WA from travelling 
south of the 20th parallel to prevent the spread of leprosy. 

The Natives (Citizenship Rights) 
Act, 1944 

Required Aboriginal people to adopt the manner and habits of 
'civilised life'. 

Commonwealth Electoral 
Act, 1949 

Granted Aboriginal people the right to vote if they had 
completed military service or were on the State Electoral roll. 

Native Administration Act, 
amended in 1954 

Changed the title of the Department of Native Affairs to the 
Department of Native Welfare. 

Commonwealth Electoral 
Act, 1962 

Extended the right to enrol and vote at Federal elections to 
Aboriginal people over 21 years. 

The Native Welfare Act, 1963 Repealed the Aborigines Act of 1905, reducing the power of the 
Commissioner as the legal guardian for Aboriginal children. 

The Commonwealth 
Constitution, Amendment 
Act, 1967 

Referendum to change s51 (29) of the Constitution authorising 
the Commonwealth Parliament to make special laws relating to 
Aboriginal people and to remove s127 so that Aboriginal people 
could be counted in the Australian census. 
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Image: Pastor Doug Nicholls addressing a group in the Central reserves, February 1957 
Courtesy William Grayden, Western Australia 

Western Australia and the 1960s: 
The Lead Up 

The 1960s saw a decade of political and social 
change in Australia with a growing number of 
the younger generations challenging the 
values of their parents and actively challenging 
the decisions of the bureaucracy. The 
movement towards equal rights and racial 
equality also increased with the improvement 
of technology and communications, providing 
Australians with an expanding  
international perspective. 

During this period the population and 
development of WA rapidly increased. The 
lifting of the embargo by the federal 
government on iron exports led to the 

opening of large scale mining deposits 
throughout the Pilbara. Bauxite mining in the 
Darling Scarp and development of 
infrastructure such as the Kwinana port facility 
occurred and employment opportunities grew 
exponentially.   

The emergence of a social consciousness with 
protests against Australia’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War dominated national headlines at 
the time. At a local level the desecration of the 
culturally significant site at Weebo in the North 
East Goldfields region sparked a flurry of 
articles in the press that ultimately led to the 
creation of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.  
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“In West Australia the conditions  
are deplorable” 

Gillespie Douglas, 1947 

The social position of Aboriginal people in WA 
varied widely with a small number of families 
maintaining a traditional lifestyle in the remote 
interior of the State. 

Elsewhere in the Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, 
Murchison and Eastern Goldfields region of WA, 
the vast majority of Aboriginal people were 
gainfully employed in the pastoral industry 
under less than fair working agreements. Their 
position was a marked improvement to that of 
the 1940s and 50s, which saw a movement of 
Aboriginal pastoral workers walk-off stations in 
strike of oppressive working conditions and 
unequal wages. Known as the 'Pilbara walk-
off', this signified a national shift in awareness 
for better rights for Aboriginal people.  

In the more densely settled areas of the 
South-West most people were forced to live on 
government reserves often without adequate 
water supplies and sanitation. Even in the 
metropolitan area, Noongar people were still 
confined to ‘make–shift shelters’ whilst 
making a living wherever and whenever  
they could. 

Faced with this appalling reality, the State and 
Commonwealth governments began to show a 
greater understanding of the needs of 
Aboriginal people and a greater awareness of 
the imbalance within the community. At the 
same time Aboriginal issues began to take 
centre stage, as discussions on human  
rights increased.   

‘Yes’ Campaign 

In the lead up to the Referendum many groups 
and individuals lobbied and petitioned the 
Commonwealth Government to alter the 
Constitution with the hope of improving rights 
for Aboriginal people.  The ‘Aboriginal Heroes’ 
and ‘Human Rights’ sections of this toolkit 
explore this subject in greater detail. The 
following images provide a snapshot of the 
efforts of various people and groups involved in 
the ‘Yes’ campaign.
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‘Petition for a Referendum’, 1958, Barry Christopher papers, MS 7992, box 16 
Courtesy National Library of Australia, Canberra.
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Gordon Bryant, ‘Arguments for a referendum’, in Smoke Signals, Oct 1962. 
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Hansard, Parliamentary Debates, House of Representatives, 10 March 1966. 

Government backbencher William 
Wentworth introduced a bill to include the 
change to s51 (xxvi) in the proposed set 
of referendums to be held. He did so for 
two main reasons: because he believed 
the Commonwealth should have the 
freedom and power to act in the area and 
legislate against existing State 
discrimination, and to prevent further 
racial discrimination.  
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“I was born at a time when the Australian 
Government knew how many sheep there 
were but not how many Aboriginal people.  
I was 10 years old before the 1967 
referendum fixed that.” 

Wiradjuri woman Hon Linda Burney, MP 2016 

Majority ‘Yes’ Result 

90.77 per cent of Australian voters  
supported the ‘Yes’ vote to alter the Australian 
Constitution. This is the largest ‘Yes’ vote ever 
recorded in an Australian referendum.  

Courtesy Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Results by State 

State Number on 
electoral 
rolls 

Ballot 
papers 
issued 

YES vote NO vote Number 
Informal 
votes 

no. %* no. %* 

New South 
Wales 

2,315,828 2,166,507 1,949,036 91.5 182,010 8.5 35,461 

Victoria 1,734,476 1,630,594 1,525,026 94.7 85,611 5.3 19,957 
Queensland 904,808 848,728 748,612 89.2 90,587 10.8 9,529 
South 
Australia 

590,275 560,844 473,440 86.3 75,383 13.7 12,021 

Western 
Australia 

437,609 405,666 319,823 80.9 75,282 19.1 10,561 

Tasmania 199,589 189,245 167,176 90.2 18,134 9.8 3,935 
Total 6,182,585 5,801,584 5,183,113 90.8 527,007 9.2 91,464 

* As a proportion of total valid (formal) votes cast

Western Australia’s Results 

On a percentage basis WA cast the largest ‘No’ 
vote with electorates returning a ‘No’ vote 
ranging from fifteen to twenty-eight percent. 
Kalgoorlie returned the highest ‘No’ vote  
in the country. 
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Did the Referendum improve the 
lives of Aboriginal people in  
WA at the time?  

Symbolically the changes to the Constitution 
were seen as important to many people but  
at a practical level little changed.  

In 1971 respected Noongar leader, the late 
Ken Colbung stated that Aboriginal  
people could not: 

“live satisfactorily in the  
community while they were  
not guaranteed continuity of 
employment, were paid  
sub-standard wages, were not  
aware of their rights and did not 
have adequate opportunities for 
education and to earn enough to  
own property.” 

Canberra Times, 1971 

Courtesy Museum Victoria Item HT 25347.
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Table of Legislation affecting 
Aboriginal people in WA following 
the 1967 Referendum 

The following table contains some of the 
legislation that applied to Aboriginal people in 
WA following the 1967 Referendum.  

This table can be found in full at the Karrtdijin 
Noongar website:  

LEGISLATION PURPOSE 

The Liquor Act, 1970 Restricted the sale of liquor or liquor consumption to 
Aboriginal peoples in proclaimed areas. 

The Native (Citizenship Rights) 
Act Repeal Act, 1971 

Repealed the original Act and subsequent amendments to it. 

The Aboriginal Affairs Planning 
Authority Act, 1972 

Established the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority. 

The Aboriginal Heritage Act, 
1972 

Established laws relating to the protection and management of 
Aboriginal heritage. 

The Mining Act, 1978 Allowed mining on Aboriginal reserves with the written consent 
of the responsible Minister. 

The Aboriginal Communities 
Act, 1979 

Assisted Aboriginal communities in gaining control of matters 
on community land.  

The Native Title Act, 1993 (Cth) Enacted following the Mabo Decision in 1992.  Recognised the 
existence of Aboriginal rights and interests to land. 
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Some Misunderstandings of the 
Referendum Question 

1. The 1967 Referendum gave
Aboriginal people the right to vote.

Contrary to popular belief, Aboriginal
people had the right prior to
the Referendum.

2. The 1967 Referendum gave
Aboriginal people citizenship
rights.

Legislation allowing for the granting of
citizenship rights was enacted in WA in
1944 with the number of applicants
increasing on a yearly basis until 1971
when the Act was repealed.

Archived Polling Results 

Have a look at how your electorate voted! 

The following pages contain original images of 
the 1967 Referendum results from the 
divisions of Canning, Kalgoorlie, Perth, Stirling, 
and Fremantle, and the results from polling 
places. Archived files containing the results 
can be viewed online, here: 

1967 Referendum DRO [Divisional Returning 
Officer] Returns  

1967 Referendum Polling Place Figures 

Breakdown of vote count 

The following diagram provides a breakdown of how the polling results were organised. 

THE STATE VOTE COUNT
(Western Australia) 

ELECTORAL DIVISION
(eg. Division of Kalgoorlie) 

ELECTORAL SUBDIVISION
(eg. Subdivision of Geraldton)

POLLING LOCATION
(eg, Fitzgerald Street)
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/541. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555. 
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Courtesy National Archives of Australia: PP631/1, WE1967/555.



Research Questions: 

 What was the nexus question? Why do you think it did not succeed? 

Why do you think Western Australia recorded such a high ‘No’ vote compared to 
other states?  

Do you think conditions for Aboriginal people have improved as a result of the 
1967 Referendum? Why or why not? 

What do you think is the next step for Aboriginal Rights in Australia? 

What does the ‘Yes’ vote on the 1967 Referendum ballot paper mean to you? 

Activity: 

A large part of achieving a ‘Yes’ vote on the Referendum was the campaigning that 
gained community support. Make a poster, or come up with a campaign slogan to rally the 
community to vote ‘Yes’ on the 1967 Referendum, in favour of Aboriginal rights. 

Please see ‘Teachers Resource’ section for more resources and project suggestions. 
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