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The Hon D Templeman MLA
Minister for Local Government
7th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street

WEST PERTH WA 6005

8 November 2017

Dear Minister
Reform of voting rights at WA local government elections

As you will know, Western Australia is one of five Australian states in which local government
elections include voting rights based on owning or leasing property, votes for corporations, and
various forms of plural voting. These are forms of voting rights that, | suggest, have no place in
contemporary Australian democracy.

It is time that these WA laws be reformed.

Queensland leads the way in this area: a Queensland Labor government reformed the Queensland
laws about voting rights at local government elections in the 1920s. Unlike WA, in Queensland
voting rights are determined in precisely the same way at local, state, and federal elections. In
Queensland there are no extra votes for property owners, no votes for corporations, and there is
no possibility of plural voting.

In my recent article, ‘Voting Rights and Australian Local Democracy, recently published in the
University of New South Wales Law Journal, | suggest that WA's laws are out of place in modern
Australia’'s democratic society. | also suggest that it is time for WA to follow Queensland's lead
from the 1920s by reforming the Local Government Act 1995, Fortunately, Queensland's legislation
(now the Local Government Electoral Act 2011 (Qld)) provides a statutory model for WA to follow. |
enclose a copy of my recent article.

If | can provide further explanation of any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me c/- the
details above.

Yours sincerely
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RYAN GOSS

The Australian National University | Canberra ACT 2601 Australia | CRICOS Provider No. 00120C
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