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ANDI (the Australian National Development Index) is an exciting and ambitious 
long-term project to develop new measures of equitable and sustainable well-
being for Australia based on community input and expert research. 
 
Its aims are to: strengthen democracy and citizen engagement; develop a clear and 
concrete ‘shared vision’ for Australia’s future development; provide regular and 
authoritative reports on our progress as a nation; and build a powerful tool for 
national planning, policymaking and evaluation.

WHAT ANDI WILL DO?
ANDI will carry out an extensive two-year 
community engagement program asking 
500,000 Australians all over the nation 
‘What matters for Australia’s progress?’ 
This will be linked to with a national 
research program, hosted at the University 
of Melbourne and involving universities 
across Australia.
From this, ANDI will produce each year, in 
a different month (to maximise discussion 
and publicity), a national index of progress 
and well-being in each one of 12 important 
progress fields or ‘domains’, covering 
economic, social, environmental and 
democratic progress and well-being (see 
below). Each year ANDI will also produce 
an annual composite index of national 
progress that combines all these domains. 
Each index will be accompanied by a 
detailed ‘status report’ explaining what 
progress has been made, for whom, and 
what needs to be done.  This model can be 
equally effectively applied at the State 
level.

Over time, we want this new national 
index of ‘true progress’ to become 
understood and trusted by ordinary 
Australians and referred to by 
policymakers and the media.  ANDI will 
measure the real quality of life in Australia 
rather than ‘how much stuff we are 
producing’. It will set clear definitions and 
benchmarks for national progress, and it 
will show where we are making progress 
and where we aren’t, who is benefiting and 
who is being left out, and why.

WHAT IS ANDI'S GOAL?

WHO IS ANDI?

The aim of this is to keep on the national 
agenda, and in the public eye, a 
discussion about the future we want, and 
what progress we are making to get 
there. ANDI is part of a growing 
international movement which believes 
that our most influential measure of 
national ‘progress’, Gross Domestic 
Product or GDP, (which measures the 
total output of the economy) is a poor 
measure of our overall progress and 
wellbeing as a society. GDP leaves out 
many of the things that matter most to 
Australians – like the quality of our lives, 
the sustainability of our environment, 
and the fairness of our society.

ANDI is a coalition of some 60 national 
organisations including bodies like ACOSS, 
the ACTU, ACF, Australian Human Rights 
Commission, churches, philanthropic, local 
government, indigenous and ethnic bodies. 
ANDI is an incorporated non-profit 
company and its Board includes 
distinguished Australians like Rev Tim 
Costello and Professor Fiona Stanley. 
ANDI’s partners have members and clients 
numbering around 2.5 million Australians 
(they are listed on our website, below).
ANDI is funded by a combination of 
philanthropic and research grants 
and supported by the reach and in-kind 
resources of its many partners. ANDI is 
part of a global movement to ‘redefine 
progress beyond GDP’ and works closely 
with our ‘sister project’, the Canadian 
Index of Well-being.



In 2017 and 2018, the ANDI project has 
made considerable progress in its pilot 
stage at the University of Melbourne 
(UoM).  Hosted at the Graduate School of 
Education, ANDI-UoM has carried out 
extensive research, focus groups and 
surveys to develop pilot progress measures 
and an index, and to trial community and 
stakeholder engagement processes, in two 
key wellbeing ‘domains’: Health and 
Education. ANDI has raised an initial 
$250,000 for this pilot stage through 
generous philanthropic support from the 
Australian Communities Foundation and 
the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation, 
matched by the university. In this time, 
too, ANDI has built up successful working 
links with world-leading countries in this 
field, such as Canada, Italy, New Zealand, 
Scotland, as well as the OECD.

PROGRESS SO FAR NATIONAL SUPPORT
A national survey in 2018 showed that an 
overwhelming majority of Australians 
believe that we need better and broader 
measures of our nation’s progress than 
GDP; many feel that we are not currently 
‘on the right track’ as a nation; most 
showed high levels of support for ANDI’s 
12 proposed progress domains; and over 
70% said they would be willing to take part 
in a more detailed engagement process in 
the next few years.

For more details:  
www.andi.org.au
Mike Salvaris - salvaris@optusnet.com.au
Claudia Sandoval - sandoval@unimelb.edu.au

ANDI’s 12 domains 
of progress

http://www.andi.org.au/


WWW.ANDI.ORG.AU


