






20. It was only after that period had been imposed, that the Chairman referred to similar penalties

being imposed upon Mr Reed and Mr Harper.

21. Mr Hall submitted that all options were open to the Stewards by way of penalty, including a

reprimand. He submitted that the Rule was not intended to cover the situation Ms Young found

herself in, when she was trying to win the race in accordance with the trainer's instructions and

was thwarted by another driver and found herself "out of luck". Whilst ii was "not a good look"

for a horse to race three wide for a long period, the horse was not in fact adversely affected,

and no other horse was impeded, by what perhaps in hindsight was a poor decision by a

young but promising driver.

22. Ms Young's offence was not without mitigation. What may be seen in hindsight as a poor

decision to race three wide in what it transpired was a hopeless position, it must also be seen

in light of the circumstances in which she found herself.

23. The footage provided to me indicates that towards the end of the race it did become clear that

Ms Young's mare had no hope of continuing to push for position and she faded quite clearly to

last place.

24. Whilst unacceptable in the opinion of the Stewards, the drive was not aggravated by having

impeded any other runner, and a subsequent vetting disclosed no damage or distress was

caused to IMANA CAPRI. The unacceptable drive could be attributed to poor judgement in a

race where necessary decisions needed to be made under pressure from other runners. It is

not at the upper end of similar rule breaching, or even in the more common circumstances

which will lead to a finding of unacceptable driving.

25. In all of the circumstances of the race and Ms Young's driving, I found that a 21 day

suspension was manifestly excessive, and it was for those reasons that I upheld the appeal

against penalty, quashed the 21 day suspension and instead imposed a 14 day suspension.
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