
Arts, cultural, sport, recreation 
and community organisations 
have an ethical and legal 
responsibility to protect children 
from harm. 
This guidance is developed in response to the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission).

1. Prevent
The National Principles for Child Safe 
Organisations (the National Principles) set out 
a nationally consistent approach to promoting 
a culture of child safety and wellbeing within 
organisations.

All organisations undertaking child-related work or 
activities should:

• understand and implement the National 
Principles

• begin a child safeguarding continuous 
improvement process by:

 ○  committing to improving their child safe 
practices

 ○  reviewing their existing child safe practices 
by completing the child safe self-
assessment tool 

• ensure staff have a valid Working with Children 
Check.
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2. Respond
Responding to a suspicion or allegation of harm or abuse 
from a child or young person is a serious matter. When 
responding it is important to:

• listen and be respectful 

• believe what the child or young person is saying and take 
the disclosure seriously

• act by following your organisation’s policies and 
procedures and report concerns where there is concern 
for the wellbeing of a child to the Department of 
Communities on 1800 199 008 or WA Police on 131 444 
when a child is in immediate danger.

• document concerns and complaints - keeping in mind 
the privacy of children and young people.

The Commissioner for Children and Young People website 
is a helpful resource to assist children and young people in 
speaking up and making a complaint.

3. Support
The National Redress Scheme offers survivors of institutional 
child sexual abuse access to redress, counselling and 
support. 

Community organisations only need to act if they are named 
in a survivor’s application and are contacted by the scheme 
operator.

Child safeguarding reforms are currently underway and 
DLGSC will continue to notify stakeholders of changes that 
will impact them
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For further information please visit
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/safer-wa-children-and-young-people 
https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/our-work/child-safe-organisations-wa/ 

https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/our-work/child-safe-organisations-wa/
https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/our-work/child-safe-organisations-wa/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dlgsc.wa.gov.au%2Fdepartment%2Fchild-safeguarding%23selfassessment&data=04%7C01%7Cerin.veerhuis%40dlgsc.wa.gov.au%7Cad215685479d4fe3d50f08d915cdab5a%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637564795350120101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aZzxzLShi9kVu5n4A6MfU1FM4iqxjWFVirKXbJjtl48%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dlgsc.wa.gov.au%2Fdepartment%2Fchild-safeguarding%23selfassessment&data=04%7C01%7Cerin.veerhuis%40dlgsc.wa.gov.au%7Cad215685479d4fe3d50f08d915cdab5a%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637564795350120101%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aZzxzLShi9kVu5n4A6MfU1FM4iqxjWFVirKXbJjtl48%3D&reserved=0
https://workingwithchildren.wa.gov.au/
https://workingwithchildren.wa.gov.au/
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildProtection/Pages/Ifyouareconcernedaboutachild.aspx 
https://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildProtection/Pages/Ifyouareconcernedaboutachild.aspx 
https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/info-for-children-and-young-people/tips-for-children-and-young-people-on-how-to-make-a-complaint/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalredress.gov.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cerin.veerhuis%40dlgsc.wa.gov.au%7Cad215685479d4fe3d50f08d915cdab5a%7Cc1ae0ae2d5044287b6f47eafd6648d22%7C0%7C0%7C637564795350140008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YZmyrwOHUF56gTUaSRtcd6jQmkyD5WmA7gIReA8Kqrw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/safer-wa-children-and-young-people

